August 2011

Dear Students,
[image: C:\Users\Jenn\Pictures\Microsoft Clip Organizer\j0413634.wmf]Welcome to KIVA social studies! My name is Miss Couto and I will be your social studies teacher this year. I am looking forward to getting to know all of you and learning with you about the different people and places of the world.  Knowing about the world will help you understand what you see in the news and it will be a valuable skill as you get older. 
Plotting our Course
[image: C:\Users\Jenn\Pictures\Microsoft Clip Organizer\j0329243.wmf]The world is very big and some of the people and places we will study are going to be unfamiliar to you. Remember that I am here to help you. I will be available during PA and after school if you ever need extra help or have any comments or questions.    
[image: C:\Users\Jenn\Pictures\Microsoft Clip Organizer\j0441704.png]As your guide and teacher, I will work hard with you to make this journey fun and interesting. I will try to teach what you want to learn. I will treat you with respect and honor your opinions and experiences. I will be organized and consistent, and I will try to quickly return all of your work. In return, I expect your hard work, respect, and cooperation. I value the input and opinions of all of you and believe that everyone has something unique to offer to this class. Therefore, during class, you will be respectful towards one another. Everyone should feel comfortable and free to express their opinions without being afraid of the reactions of others. There will be consequences if you show a lack of respect to me or your classmates. 
Being Well-Prepared
Before going on any trip, it is important to know what to expect and to be well prepared. Before leaving for a train station or airport, you must always make sure to remember your ticket—without it, you will get nowhere. In the same way, each day in our class will be a new journey and you should come ready with what you will need for the trip—pencil, homework, and assignment book.  If you do not turn in homework when it is due, you will be required to stay after school for detention. 
You will know in advance about projects, tests, and quizzes and I will do my best to make you ready for these. I expect the best quality of work from you. You are in middle school now and on your way to becoming mature adults. You will have more responsibilities and independence than you did in elementary school, and I expect you to try your best and LET ME KNOW if you are having a hard time. As long as you try your best, you will do great! What we are learning is important and I know you can do it!
I’m looking forward to our time together!

Miss Couto
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