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Middle East Study Guide
	The Five Factors
	

	Population
	· low population in deserts
· high population along coasts and oil pipelines

	Major Cities (population)

**Be able to recognize in a list**
	· Tel Aviv, Israel                        
· Baghdad, Iraq
· Kabul, Afghanistan
· Tehran, Iran
· Jerusalem, Israel
· Mecca, Saudi Arabia

	Ethnic Groups
(population)

**Be able to recognize in a list**
	1. Israeli
2. Arab
3. Palestinian
4. Berber
5. Kurds
6. Turks

	Mountains
(physical features)
	· Mountains in Turkey, Afghanistan, and Iran

	Deserts
(physical features)
	· Rub al Khali—desert in Saudi Arabia
· Sahara—desert in North Africa; largest in world

	Rivers
(physical features)
**Be able to recognize in a list**
	· Rivers—Tigris, Euphrates, Nile

	Suez Canal
	· Connects Red Sea and Mediterranean

	Dead Sea
(physical features)
	· Known for having a lot of salt
· Nothing can live in it

	Natural Resources
	· most plentiful—oil

	Climate
	1. Desert—less than 10 inches of rain a  year
2. Steppe
3. Mediterranean

	Religions
	                                                         

	Chronological Order
	· Judaism
· Christianity
· Islam

	Symbols
	· Judaism—Star of David
· Christianity—Cross
· Islam—Star and Crescent

	Places of worship
	· Judaism—synagogue/temple
· Christianity—church
· Islam--mosque

	Holy Books
	· Judaism—Torah
· Christianity—Bible
· Islam—Qur’an

	Days of Worship
	· Judaism—Saturday
· Christianity—Sunday
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Islam—Friday 

	Basic Beliefs

	· All believe in ONE godmonotheistic
· Judaism—Belief in justice and righteousness
· Christianity—love God and love other people
· Islam—Five Pillars of Islam

	5 Pillars of Islam
	1. Statement of faith:
· They call their god Allah
· Prophet= Mohammad
2. Prayer—5 times a day
3. Charity—taking care of the poor
4. Fasting during Ramadan
5. Pilgrimage to Mecca 

	How do these practices show their commitment to their religion?
	1. Statement of Faith—faith is important, and all Muslims need to believe in the same thing
2. Prayer—they have to stop what they are doing and pray
3. Charity—others matter more
4. Fasting—putting god over their own needs
5. Pilgrimage—people save a lot of money to make the trip

	Holidays
	· Judaism—Hanukkah, Passover
· Christianity—Christmas, Easter
· Islam—Ramadan, Eid ul-Fitr

	Traditions
	· Judaism—kosher food, Sabbath, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs
· Christianity—communion, baptism
· Islam—no pork, Ramadan, Mecca

	Map 
	Be able to label the following places on a map

	Countries
	Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Israel, UAE, Turkey, Afghanistan, Yemen

	Bodies of Water
	Black Sea, Persian Gulf, Mediterranean Sea, Caspian Sea, Red Sea, Indian Ocean 



